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MEXICAN ARTIST

TONI FRISSELL

i
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OT all Mexicans are picturesque Indians in big straw hats. There
is actually a group of what, for want of a more pleasing term,

as

must be called “society.” This always seems to come as news to the
average American traveller who, on entering a drawing-room in Mex-
ico City and finding it full of smartly dressed people talking much
as people talk in all the drawing-rooms of the world, is invariably
overcome with astonishment. “*But how sophisticated!™ he 1s sure to
cry oul in amazement.

As a matter of fact, it would probably be necessary to go to
Vienna to find another group resembling what is left of the old régime
in Mexico. There are innumerable analogies to be drawn between the
two: most marked is the fact that, in Mexico City as in Vienna, the

society is a small, tightly closed corporation with every one related to

every one else. It is strongly Catholic and does not countenance divorce,
so that any woman who leaves one husband to marry another is in for
a bad time of it, unless, of course, she is a foreigner. Most of the people
have known each other since childhood and, in any event, follow the
Spanish custom of addressing social equals by Christian name and the
familiar “tu.”

At one time, the Mexicans were as fabulously wealthy as Aus-
trians; and they, too, have seen their fortunes wiped out by a revolution.
Since they have difficulty in making ends meet, their life is scarcely
what could be called one mad round of gaiety. If people didn’t get mar-
ried or die once in a while, things would be pretty slow, as weddings and
funerals are the only two big social functions left.

In the days when they had money, everything was done on such

a lavish scale that none of them have been able to adjust themselves to
any simple form of entertaining. During the Centennial, for instance,
Don Pablo Escandén thought nothing of building another room onto
his house for one night, in order to seat fifty extra guests at dinner,
and, quite as a matter of course, he bought a gold service for fifty to
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supplement the one for a hundred that he already had. Having once
thought in those terms, there is no way of convincing the average
Mexican that it is possible to give a dinner for twelve people with no
gold plate, only three or four courses, and less than six footmen.
So they just don’t entertain.

They do give teas. Affairs that begin at seven or eight and last far
into the night. The table is set in the dining-room with every variety
of sandwich conceivable and all sorts of delicious Mexican dishes—
toasted tortillas spread with alligator-pear, enchiladas, little cakes—
which one usually eats while standing up in front of the table. Some-
times there is bridge of a very indifferent variety, and, at other times,
the guests merely sit around talking or, on some special occasion,
there may be a couple of guitarists brought in to play and sing.

The only other popular form of social gathering is the luncheon
party, which begins any time between two and three o'clock and lasts
until five, with the men of the household present. (A **hen’ luncheon is
unheard of.) The meal consists of at least six courses, some of which

will be French, but there is always sure to be one dish of rice and eggs:
a Mexican piece de résistance such as mole, beans and cheese, with
fruit pastes. But dinners are left for foreigners and diplomats to
give. We can’t remember ever having been to a Mexican dinner-party.
Like the Spanish, Mexicans have never liked (Continued on page 166)
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SENORAS OF MEXICO

(Continued from page 109) foreigners—that is to say any out-
sider not a Latin—, and it is seldom that they open their doors
to one. If you are instantly received with open arms by Mexicans,
you may be sure those arms don’t belong to the right people. It
would not be exaggerating to say that, in the last thirty years,
no more than five American women have been taken into the inner
group. Even the diplomats have to make good on their own merits.
An official position is no open sesame.

Somehow, Mexicans always feel constrained with an En-
olish or American person. It may be partly the language; most of
the men speak perfect English, because they have gone to one
of the great English Catholic public schools, such as Stonyhurst
or Beaumont, but the women, although they do speak English,
are not at home in that language and prefer to stick to Spanish
or French. Any Mexican gathering is sure to be bilingual, espe-
cially nowadays when there are a great many people who have
spent all their lives in France and just recently returned to Mex-
ico because of financial difhiculties.

They are also a little frightened by our free-and-easy ways
and find it difficult to reconcile this easy manner with our passion
for punctuality and social reliability. They are completely unde-
pendable socially, accepting invitations with no idea of turning
up, and it bores them to be expected to give a definite answer.
Since the families are so large, most households never sit down
to a meal less than ten or twelve, and it doesn’t make much dif-
ference whether or not one person more or less turns up. They
just can’t see why we take that sort of thing seriously.

The average Mexican woman of society divides her time
between home and church. Her one great amusement is the bull-
fizht, and, during the season, she will never miss a Sunday. The
same boxes and seats are subscribed for year after year just as
they are at the Metropolitan in New York. Mexican women go
to a polo game once in a while, and a few play tennis.

The younger element has taken up golf with fervour, Tues-
days, Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays, the golf club is crowded
with all the young girls and men chasing a ball madly around the
course. Several of them have turned out to be top-notch players.
but even the dubs love the game and never miss an opportunity to
play. This enthusiasm may be due partly to the fact that it is the
only chance that girls have of going out unchaperoned. For some
reason, a golf course is considered a safe place for a girl to be
alone with a man.

There is no other time. however, when a girl is not care-
fully chaperoned. Mammas still arrive at a party with their daugh-
ters and sit around the room keeping a watchful eye on the pro-
ceedings, as well as putting a erimp in them. (The mother still
remains the most powerful force in most families. We have heard
old boys of sixty say they couldn’t go to such and such a place or
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LORD & TAYLOR
New York, N. Y.

E.T.SLATTERY COMPANY

Boston, Mass.

G. FOX & CO.

Hartford, Conn.

FRANK R. JELLEFF, INC.
Washington, D. C.

THE BLUM STORE
Philadelphia, Pa.

L. .. BERGER, INC.
Buffalo, N. Y.

THE ADDIS CO,
Syracuse, N. Y,

CHAS. A. STEVENS & CO.
Chicago, III.

HARZFELD’S, INC.
Kansas City, Mo.

STIX, BAER & FULLER CO-
St. Louis, Mo.

THE YOUNG-QUINLAN CO.

Minneapolis, Minn.
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Denver, Col.
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“TISH-U” Felt hats by Tail-
leur-Town are also featur-
ed at these fine stores:

Aberdeen, Wash.
George J. Wollf Co.
Altoona, Pa............ Astor Hat Shop
Atlanta, Ga.................Regenstein’s
Biddeford, Maine........... Bernard’s
Bismarck, N. Dakota
A. W. Lueas Co.
Boone, N. C......... Spainhour’s, Inc.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa..... Killian Co.
Cincinnati, Ohio
Rollman & Sons Co.

Dallas, Texas..................Volk Bros.
Des Moines, Iowa..... . Wolf’s, Inec.
Dover, N. H...........A. J. Bernard

Fargo, N. Dakota Edith C. Highee
Fresno, Calif....... Fresno D. G. Co.
Gloucester, Mass.. Wonson & Holt
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Paul Steketee & Sons
Hartford, Conn.

Outlet Millinery Co.
Johnstown, Pa..... Ann’s Millinery

Knoxville, Tenn................. Miller’s
Laconia, N. H................ Bernard’s
Lexington, Ky......... Wolf Wile Co.

Long Beach, Calif.......... Barker’s
Laramie, Wyo.... Kassis D. G. Co.
Lowell, Mass.
Bon Marche D. G. Co.
Louisville, Ky. . Besten & Langen
Lynchburg, Va. ... Guggenheimer’s
New Bedford, Mass.
Louise Hat Shop
New Haven, Conn.
Jainchill Millinery Co.
New Orleans, La. Krauss Co., Ltd.
No. Platte, Neb.
0’Connor Dept. Store
Oakland, Calif.

Capwell, Sullivan & Furth
Oklahoma City, Okla. Street’s
Olympia, Wash............... Paulson’s
Omaha, Neb.

Thomas Kilpatrick Co.

Portland, Me.........ccovocoue. Bernard’s
Portland, Oregon . Elsie Hat Co.
Portsmouth, N. H........ Bernard’s

Providence. R. L.
Callender, McAuslan & Troup Co.
Pueblo, Colo..........White & Davis
Rochester, N. H.............. Bernard’s
Rochester, Minn.
E. A. Knowlton Co.
Salem, Mass.
Almy Bigelow Washburn
San Antonio, Texas..... Joske Bros.
Seranton, Pa....... The Heinz Store
Seattle, Wash. ... Best’s Apparel
Sioux Falls, S. Dakota
Sickel’s Millinery
Spokane, Wash........... The Palace
Syracuse, N. Y........ Flah & Co.
Toledo, Ohio ... Miller’s Vogue
Topeka, Kansas
Palace Clothing Co.
Woonsocket, R. I. .. Bernard’s

See opposite column
for additional stores

I no store in your city is listed, write

TATLLEUR-TOWN

WEST 59th STREET, NEW YORK
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see such and such a person because “mi mamd” would not likeit!)
Recently, things have become so “modern” that, at small parties
in private houses, the mother will disappear after having greeted
the guests, but only if there are chaperons present in the form
of a married or engaged couple or a brother and sister. Such a
thing as a twosome anywhere but on the golf links is completely
unheard of.

It is only lately that it has been considered proper for a
young girl of good family to go out on the street alone. Now, she
may drive her own car, or, if she hasn’t one, take taxis or buses
and go along without a duenna. Even married women seldom go
to night-clubs, and this last winter was the first time we ever saw
a single girl in one. Of course, it was in a large party with plenty
of uncles and aunts present, but nevertheless, it seemed very dar-
ing. Only five or six girls of what might be termed the “reigning
families” have ventured to do this, and that is only because two
years ago, Carmen Corcuera, back in Mexico from Paris where
she has spent most of her life, announced that she went to night-
clubs abroad and saw no reason why she should not do so in
Mexico. There were many horrified gasps, much ohing and ahing,
but she got away with it, and her lead is now being timidly fol-
lowed by her friends.

Most of the girls get engaged when they are quite young,
but that doesn’t mean that they get married right away, Engage-
ments go on for years. Being engaged in no way curtails a man’s
freedom; he sees his fiancée at her parents’ house or at young
people’s parties, but he goes out on the town on his own. When
he grows tired of sowing wild oats or has none left to sow, things
begin to grow serious, and the wedding-day is set. Everybody turns
out for the big event—old folk who probably haven't seen the light
of day since the last wedding or funeral come out of their houses,
the women splendid in purple velvet and aigrettes, the men but-
toned into ancient Prince Alberts. Every last cousin, uncle, aunt,
and great-grandmother is present, and most of them go up the
aisle with the bride and groom in French fashion.

This is the one opportunity one has to see all of Mexican
society out at once. But every year there are fewer people, and
there never seem to be any new faces. The very smart group is
closing in more and more and growing smaller and smaller. At
present, it is headed by five women: Countess Luis de Subervielle,
née Mier; Madame Carlos Verea, née Corcuera; Madame Enrique
Corcuera, née Garcia Pimentel; Madame Pedro Corcuera, née
Mier: Madame Rafael Bernal, née Garcia Pimentel.

Thirty years ago, this same society was ruled with an iron
hand by only three ladies: Dona Carmelita de Romero Rubio
de Diaz, wife of the President (aunt of *Chato™ Elizaga, who
was a popular beau in Paris for years and made many
American friends); Dona Catalina Cuevas de Escandon, wife
of Don Pablo Escandon, at one time Ambassador to the
Court of Saint James’s, and the (Continued on page 168)
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Latest fashion news sponsers suede for
accessories—and now comes Fall’'s smart-
est hat with suede beveled brim to com-

plement your tallored outfit. New football
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*TISH-U” FELT hats by Tail-
leur-Town are featured at
these line stores:

‘ colors.

Chicago, 11l. .  Carson Pirie Scott & Co,

Detroit, Mich.. . . .. .). L. Hudson Co.
Indianapolis, Ind.. . . H. P, Wasson Cao.
Cleveland, Ohio. ... .. The Highee Co.
Pittsburgh, Pa.. . . . ... ... Kaufmann's
New York City Oppenheim Collins & Co.

Los Angeles, Calil.. ... .. The May Co.
Boston, Mass.. . ... . .Jordan Marsh Co.
St. Louls, Mo. e Sonnenfeld’s
Buffale, N. Y.......... L. L. Berger
Philadelphia, Pa.. .. . . . Snellenburg’s

Richmond, Va. .. .. Miller & Rhoads
Akron, Ohio. .. ... . ... A. Polsky Co.
Milwaukee, Wis. . . .  Ed Schuster & Co.

*Reglistered

=ee opposite column
for additional stores

If no store in your city is listed, write

- TAILLEUR-TOWN

~ WEST 59th STREET, NEW YORK
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SENORAS OF MEXICO

(Continued from page 167) head of a family which has always
stood for the top in birth, wealth, and culture. And the Duchess
of Regla. Though these three are still alive, naturally they are
no longer active rulers in society, since they are all well advanced
in years and remain at home.

The Duchess of Regla’s son, Don Carlos Rincon Gallardo,
Marqués de Guadalupe, Conde de Regla, Marqués de Villaher-
mosa de Alfaro, stands out as the grand seigneur of Mexico.
Over sixty, he is still an enthusiastic horseman and is the head
of the Charro Association (once the President’s guard), which
once in a while gives jaripeos with Don Carlos leading in all the
roping and tailing of bulls and other feats. When he rides out
in the morning, he usually wears the Charro uniform of tight
leather trousers, short jacket, and enormous hat and is such a
handsome sight that he is invariably followed by a band of tourists
snapping pictures.

Besides those already mentioned, the créme de la creme
is made up of people bearing the following names: Garcia
Pimentel, Riba y Cervantes, Romero de Terreros, who have the
title of Marqués de San Francisco (these titles are all Spanish).
Campero, with the title of Marqués del Apartado, the Duke of
Villamil, Limantour, Serrano, Landa, Cuevas, Fernandez del
Castillo, Martinez del Rio (Dolores del Rio’s first husband was
a member of this family), Redo, Fernandez del Valle, Alcazar,
Elguero, Algara, Amor, de la Torre, Fernandez Castello, Osio.
Yturbe, Yturbide (the head of this family is not, as appeared
in a recent article on Mexico. a descendant of the Emperor of
that name. The Emperor had no children).

A great many Mexicans have married abroad. Ordinarily,
they marry either in France or Spain, although Bichette Amor
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SENORAS OF MEXICO

married Count Celani, while her sister is Princess Poniatowski.
Pepe Landa is the husband of Virginia Willys, Luz Landa is
Mrs. William Leslie, Piedita Yturbe married Prince Max Egon
Hohenlohe-Langenbourg, and Rose Covarrubias, who will be re-
membered over here as the beautiful Madame Nano, is now
Madame Mavrocordat.

In Spain, Don Pablo Escanddn’s sister married the Duke
of Montellanos (his brother was the Marqués de Villa Vieja) ;
Madame Verea's eldest daughter is the wife of Count Teba, who is
the son of the Duchess of Santona and a nephew of the Duke of
Alba; Maria Campero became the Duchess of Huete; and Fran-
cisco Yturbe married the niece of the Duchess of Durcal. In
France, Mexicans have married into the Polignac family: and
Guerriff de Launay, Burin des Boziers, d’Erlanger, Subervielle,
Villeneuve are a few of the other French families that have

become related to Mexicans by marriage.

These connections probably account for the fact that, alone
of all Central and South Americans, the Mexicans have been taken
into French society, Instead of belonging to the café and night-
club groups, they have actually become a part of the Faubourg
Saint-Germain, and one meets Yturbes, Amors, Limantours, Cor-
cueras, L.andas, and Beisteguis in all the French homes,

There was a time when most Mexicans of wealth lived in
Paris, but lately they have had to return to Mexico to salvage what
was left of their fortunes. The big ranches where they used to
give week-end parties of thirty and forty guests have, with one
or two exceptions, been confiscated by the government, and, with
these sources of revenue gone, life abroad has become financially
impossible. Under the circumstances, it isn't surprising that there
is no love lost between members (Continued on page 170)

all Jhat 1s Best

On. SERVICE-CUISINE
ATMOSPHERE-APPOINTMENTS

Styled to the tempo of the moment under the expert
supervision of W & J Sloane, Biltmore rooms and
suites are generous in size and are your assurance
of the utmost in airy comfort.

Directly connected with Grand Central, The
Biltmore offers you a time-saving New York home,
gonvenient to the important amusement centers,
the smart shops of Fifth and Madison Avenues,
and the vital New York you wish to see. Single
rooms from $6, doubles from $8; suites from 512

THE BILTMORE

David B. Mulligan, President
MADISON AVE. AT 43RD ST., N. Y.
Adjoining Grand Central

| ———

Canviicadht © 20172 Candé Nast

‘VE quote a fashion authority — “Pumps with everything this

season . Smart pumps with high snug arches — clinging
heels — gracefully shaped throat-lines which cannot bite. In
suede, patent, or soft smooth leathers — three ankle flattering
heel heights—you'll need Opera Star Pumps to dramatize your

feet with the new shorter dresses.
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SENORAS OF MEXICO

(Continued from page 169) of the old régime and those of the

new. One of our ambassadors did have the bright idea of inviting

.. political notables and members of society to the same dinner-

R Ve - | oy party. No one spoke to any one else, and all the social guests de-

.,.w; hh the AN, | parted immediately after dinner, never to set foot in the embassy
| e R iy A ]| again as long as that ambassador was there.

KLE

MIRACLE

By the same token, there isn’t much of what one might call
cosy companionship between society and the artistic element
headed by the Riveras and the Covarrubiases. Their studios, how- |
ever, are the Mecca of foreign visitors, who all want to meet |
the great mural painter and see his beautiful wife, Frieda, in
the native costumes she affects. (She can be seen wearing In-
dian dress in the photograph on page 106.) Miguel Covarrubias,

200 sHEET

Vogue's distinguished Mexican artist, and his wife spend only a
few months of the year in Mexico, where Sefora Covarrubias also
takes to native dress for wear at home, (She is shown on page
107 in the garden of her house in an adaptation of the Tehuan-
tepec costume. ) |

But the day may yet come when these various factions will
become just one great, happy family. Economic necessity has al-
ready brought about a great many changes in the Mexican May-
fair, The men have had to go to work and, since many of them

De lLuxe Soap Presentation
were not trained to any job, have taken what they could. In the P

Also in Tweed and Crardenma de ]Hﬂﬁl’

$1.50

old days, it would have been unheard of for a lady to be seen
speaking to a bull-fighter, yet, to-day, Chucho Solorzano, one of
Mexico’s most popular matadors, is a cousin of the Yturbides, and
one of the Cervantes is a professional pelota player. It is now
probably only a question of time until the whole society becomes L t ]_l . S

modernized or ceases to exist, but, at the moment, it is still | en e rlc

something belonging to another age. A 1910 conversation-piece.

HOW TO ORDER
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BY MAIL '

Vogue Patterns may be ordered by mail from any of
their distributors; or from Vogue Pattern Service,
Greenwich, Conn., and, in Canada, at 21 Dundas

2 U U - SH EET KLEENEX | Square, Toronto, Ontario.

Nuw 2 FDR 25¢ | Please state the full pattern number. When ordering i
‘ <kirts give both waist and hip measure. When order- |
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The hﬂl'lﬂ]f size for every room Ing misses . or children’s designs, state age |
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